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                                           English Dept. Diagnostic Essay
          My advantages of being in a multicultural high school are no different than other schools. There are many students at this school that have different cultures. Like me, I have two cultural, one is Mexican and the other one is Salvadorian. My dad is from Mexico and my mom is from El Salvador. People tell me what I represent. I tell them that I represent both. I really don’t mind that people sometimes tell me that I’m Mexican or Salvadorian. At Encina, I have friends that speak English and Spanish. I want to talk more Spanish with my Mexicans friends, because I don’t want to forget my Spanish later on. On the other hand, I want to learn more English too.
                  Attending a multicultural high school benefits me in the future, because in the future, you need to know what kind of languages people speak, so you can feel comfortable speaking to them. I heard that people get good jobs when they are bilingual. My mom tells me to get a good job, get a nice house to live in, and a good husband to take care of me and my kids. When I first started to learn and speak English, it was pretty hard for me. I had trouble doing my homework when I was in first through third grade. In kindergarten, I had a teacher who only spoke Spanish. She was helping me to speak more Spanish. When I went to elementary school in the fourth grade, I started to speak English and I started practicing with my sister at home. My sister and I started going to a program after school called START. I think that helped me and my sister a lot in English. When I was in the program, I hung out with many different multicultural students. I realized that if I hang out with them, I could learned more English, and it helped me through middle school. Once I was in middle school, I started to read big books like The Fortunate Events, Harry Potter, and other interesting books. I like to read the books because it showed me that there are more words that I needed to know.

        What I feel about multicultural is not that bad having two different languages. 
Dear Lupita,

I am Amiga.  I looked at your first draft and then what your partner tknoodle wrote and then at your second draft.  You made some big changes.  It appeared that you did some  more thinking and you responded to some of your partner’s suggestions.  Your paper sounds very optimistic.  You seem to hve a lot of energy for learning, too.  That is very important.  I hope you will continue to take suggestions from friends as well as teachers in order to make your writing better.  It is something that we all do all the time in order to be better at communicating.  

Keep working hard and keep thinking about your future.

Amiga 

