DRAFT 9-20-07


Online Literary Criticism Project

California State University, Sacramento AND Oakland High School
Project Members: Josefina R. Loeza, M.A., Dr. Porfirio M. Loeza, Dr. Mark Rodriguez
Objective

The purpose of this online project is to link university post-baccalaureate students in a teacher preparation program engage them in online mentoring/tutoring of high school AP Spanish Literature students. The focus of this online support will be on expository writing. Specifically, the project will focus on literary criticism as a writing genre. The objective of this project is on writing and on improving the quality of the high school students’ writing and analytical skills. 
Definition

Literary criticism is the study, discussion, evaluation, and interpretation of literature. One of the fundamental questions of literary theory is "What is literature?", though many contemporary theorists and literary scholars believe either that "literature" cannot be defined or that it can refer to any use of language. Specific theories are distinguished not only by their methods and conclusions, but even by how they define a "text." For some scholars of literature, "texts" comprises little more than "books belonging to the Western literary canon." But the principles and methods of literary theory have been applied to non-fiction, popular fiction, film, historical documents, law, advertising, etc., in the related field of cultural studies. In fact, some scholars within cultural studies treat cultural events, like fashion or football riots, as "texts" to be interpreted. By this measure, literary theory can be thought of as the general theory of interpretation. (Reference: wikipedia.org) 
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	Due Date for CSUS Students
	Due Date for High School Students
	Activity

	1st
	Sept. 24
	Sept. 29
	Oct. 5
	CSUS Student: Introduce yourself to your student. Your goal will be to discuss as much of who you are “culturally” speaking while remaining professional. Remember, this is what a teacher actually does. 
High School Student: Please respond to your assigned student teacher. 

	2nd
	Oct. 8
	Oct.12
	Oct. 5
	High School Student: (1) Write and send to your student teacher a first draft of your analysis of the poem that you’re working on. Remember, as a first draft you should focus on content and not worry necessarily about grammar. (2) Write about your goals after high school.
CSUS Student: (1) Respond to first draft. (2) Tell your student how you made it into college.  

	3rd
	Oct. 29
	Oct. 29
	Oct. 26
	High School Student: (1) Revise your 1st draft and submit your revised second draft to your student teacher. (2) Discuss what you know about college (admissions, financial aid, etc.)?
CSUS Student: (1) Respond to second draft. (2) Tell your student what your major challenges were while in college (i.e. undergrad).

	4th
	Nov. 12
	Nov. 12


	Nov. 9
	High School Student: (1) Revise your paper a third time and send a final draft to your student teacher. (2) Discuss what you would like to know about college? 
CSUS Student: (1) Respond to final draft. (2) Respond to your student’s questions.


