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Dear Student,

I look forward to working with you on this project.  I grew up on the South side of Chicago, in a neighborhood called Hyde Park.  The University of Chicago and the Museum of Science and Industry are two of the landmarks in Hyde Park.  I went to a public high school called Kenwood Academy.  There were about 400 students in my class at Kenwood.  I was in honors classes whenever there was one.  

My Social Studies teacher, Ms. Tarta, taught me most of what I learned in high school about writing.  We had to write research papers for her class, and she taught me about composition and organization.  

When I was in high school I was on the debate team.  This was something that interested me because it was a competition using our minds.  There was a different debate tournament almost every weekend, and we could win a trophy as a team or as an individual speaker at each tournament.  Most of the schools we competed against were schools in the suburbs of Chicago.  They had a lot more support and money for their debate team than we had.  For example, they had full time debate coaches, a speciall room just for the debate team to practice and prepare, and lots of money to spend on supplies.  Although I spent a ton of time on the debate team, my partner Andrew and I were rarely successful at the varsity level. 

I come from an upper middle class, Jewish family.  I have two brothers and no sisters, and both of my brothers are younger.  My brothers and I  all moved out west in the 1990s.  One brother lives in Denver with his wife and 2 daughters.  My other brother lives in Oakland with his wife and their daughter.  She is pregnant and due around Thanksgiving.  My Mother still lives in Chicago, in the house we grew up in.  I still enjoy going back to visit Chicago, and my brothers and I go back there every year. 

My grade school education was at a Jewish Day School.  That was from grades 1-8.  Every day we learned reading, writing, and arithmetic as well as Hebrew, the Old Testament or Torah and the interpretations of it.  We did not have much art or P.E. At that school.  However, when I was in the 5th grade my Mother got the school to buy floor hockey equipment, and we started playing floor hockey once a week as our P.E.  To this day floor hockey is my favorite sport.  As for religion, I am not religious.  I pay minimal attention to the Jewish holidays.  I do not feel like I am lacking anything because I am not religious.  Religion was always hypocritical to me, as I saw it in my family, so it is actually refreshing for me to get away from it.  I do strongly believe in helping other people, which is why I am going into teaching and why I belong to other organizations devoted to helping people. 

I believe that writing can be a great way to express yourself.  It's kind of like talking, but slowed down.  We get a chance to review what we write before we turn it in or let somebody else see it.  We can carefully choose our words, organize our thoughts, put our points in the best possible order, and write something of any length.  Good writing is such a valuable skill, no matter what you do after high school.  Writing is essential for success in college and for many types of jobs.  Writing letters is a great way to keep in touch, even writing emails.  

I look forward to working with you.  I hope that I can help you to become a better writer.  Along the way I can tell you a little bit about my college experience and some valuable things to know about getting into college and succeeding there.  Thanks in advance for working with me.  Feel free to ask me any question about what I've mentioned here.  

I have to remain anonymous, but I am a real CSUS student in the teacher preparation program. 

Thank you. 

