Hi there, 

I am 23 years old, and am a student at Sacramento State University where I am working on getting my teaching credential. This project with you is actually right up my alley. I majored in American Literature and Spanish at UCLA, so I am excited about putting my knowledge to work to help you to become a more analytical, more effective writer. I thought I would tell you a little bit about myself so we can get to know one another throughout this process. I will start with the question I get asked most often in my life: “What nationality are you?” It usually comes with the person’s head cocked to one side and his or her eyes squinting trying to figure me out. I have gotten a lot of (weird) guesses like Hawaiian, Greek, Persian, Guatemalan, and so on. I can’t say I blame these people. I look like a mix of something that is hard to put your finger on. My mom is full Mexican and was born in Chihuahua, Chihuahua, Mexico. My dad is Israeli and Italian, and was born in London. In any event, it makes for an interesting combination – culturally, religiously, linguistically, and ethnically. My mom is Catholic and my dad is Jewish. My mom speaks Spanish, and my dad speaks Hebrew. I took Spanish in school every year from second grade to my senior year in college. I was in AP Spanish just like you, but we didn’t do anything like this! I have a goal to learn Hebrew by the time I turn thirty. As you can tell, I have a lot of different influences in my life, and I see them as enriching opportunities to become as well-rounded, tolerant, and educated a person as I can.

I am the oldest of four girls – one full-blooded sister and two half sisters. My oldest sister, Vanessa is almost 21 and is at UCLA too. I also have twin half-sisters, Romy and Maya, who are turning 9 in a couple of weeks. I was born in Los Angeles, and when my parents got divorced when I was 6, my mom, my sister and I moved to Sacramento; I love it here. It’s called “The City of Trees,” and it has two rivers running through it. Another great part of Sacramento is that it’s close to everything. We’re about two hours from Lake Tahoe, Napa Valley, San Francisco…and Oakland. 


At this time last year, I was traveling on a month-long backpacking trip through Europe. I had the time of my life. I learned so much about so many diverse cultures, and about myself. We went to England, Ireland, the Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Spain and France. It was on this trip that I decided that I want to move to Spain for a year and teach English to Spanish-speaking students. I want to get my credentials here in California first, teach high school English and move to Spain at some point in the next few years. It will be such an adventure! In the meantime, though, all of these classes we’re taking here are getting me excited to teach English here in Sacramento. English was always my favorite subject in school and it still is. I decided to become a teacher because I love school and I would be a student for the rest of my life if I could. Teaching is a way for me to always be in school, and to always be learning something new. That learning something new is going to start right now, with you. I look forward to being constructive, to helping you improve your critical reading skills, to working with you to own this poem, and to answering your questions about college. I had the time of my life in college and would love to share some tips on applying, some of my experiences, and any advice I can offer.

Here’s hoping you enjoyed getting a glimpse of my life, and I’m anxious to get the ball rolling with our project. 
Until then, take care,

