Hello Middle SchoolTeachers!

EL REPORT CARDS

I have been informed that that the middle school report cards do not have an English Language Development Standards portion for you to complete. I have had some questions regarding how to grade EL students. Let me start by saying that the final grade given is completely up to the classroom teacher and I support whatever decision you think is best. With that being said, what I believe to be the most effective way to assess them is to grade based on the grade level standards just as you would anyone else in your class. Use the same criteria and standards. It is apparent to me that you all teach much beyond the standards for all of your students, which explains why they perform ahead of other middle school students in the area. For the EL students, the only suggestion I would have is to simplify what they are responsible for to only what is covered on the grade level standards. That way they will get more repetition on those particular areas of content and their performance will improve. A more simplified study guide, being responsible for only certain portions of the text or of a test that directly relate to the standards are two ideas. Their growth in learning will show on their EL development. As their EL level (beginning, early intermediate, intermediate, early advanced or advanced) advances, parents should see their standards based assessments advancing as well. The goal is to have students gain one EL level per year. I would strongly suggest copying the CELDT Proficiency Level Descriptor page I placed in your box and highlight for the parents their proficiency level in the four areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing every trimester. This will help the parents see their growth and be able to correlate the proficiencies to their classroom grades.

EL CONFERENCES

Here are a few notes regarding conferences with EL parents:

I have been asking students as they come in whether or not mom or dad speaks English. So far, I haven’t had anyone state that neither parent speaks English. BUT, I guarantee there will be a few! Here are some suggestions for conferences with parents who need help translating:

1. Suggest that the parent bring a family friend or relative who is able to translate for them.

2. One of our yard duty employees, Suha, speaks English, Spanish and Arabic and has offered to help translate if needed. Her cell phone # is 208-7274 and her email is suhasalman17@yahoo.com. Contact her directly for your needs.

3. AT&T offers a translator line for you to use. The directions are as follows:

            Dial 1-800-874-9426

            Client ID-501111

            Personal Code-123456#

Will ask Spanish press 1

Other languages press 2, speak the language needed.

Thank you!

Hollie Ramatici

